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Dear friends,

At our Annual Meeting last February, the
Board of Wider Mission led us in a discussion of how
we use the generous donations the congregation makes
to Wider Mission. The conversation revealed a desire
to focus our giving so we can have a greater impact on
organizations. Since then, the Board of Wider Mission
has been working hard to put the insights from that
meeting into practice.

We decided to continue our long-standing
practice of donating about half of our Wider Mission
giving to the work of the wider United Church of
Christ, through “Our Church’s Wider Mission.” This
giving enables the work of the Massachusetts
Conference and the national United Church of Christ,
and supports missionaries and programs all over the
world. We decided to divide the other half of our
giving into two equal parts: one part for larger
contributions (“Leadership Gifts”) to 5 organizations
we believe are doing especially important work in
areas our congregation prioritizes, and the other part to
make smaller donations (“Supportive Gifts”) to about
25 worthy organizations. In addition, we set aside
about $2000 of our pledged giving to support church
members who participate in walks and other
fundraisers for charitable groups.

In order to select the 5 Leadership Gifts and
the 25 Supportive Gifts, the Board examined more
than 60 organizations we have supported in the past.
We used a number of criteria to select the 30 we would
continue to support: personal involvement of members
of our church, clarity that our giving makes a concrete
difference, organizations that start from a faith
perspective while serving the wider community,
groups that communicate effectively without

bombarding us with wasteful mailings. All the
groups we have supported in the past, of course, are
doing good work, so the selection process has been
challenging.

While we are still finalizing the list of 25
“supportive gifts,” we have selected the five
“Leadership Gifts” for 2010. The thank you notes
we have received indicate what a difference these
larger donations make. We chose the five
organizations based on the top five mission
priorities the congregation identified at our annual
meeting: Homelessness and Hunger; Civil Rights;
Health; International Education and Empowerment;
and Non-Violence.

In five future Steeples, the Board of Wider
Mission will be highlighting the five organizations
we have selected. In the meantime, you can find
out more about these groups by looking at their
websites, or by asking a member of the Board:

e Homelessness and Hunger: Metrowest
Outreach Connection is a local group which
helps families on the verge of homelessness
retain their housing. See the article below
about their upcoming walk.
(www.mwoconnection.org)

e Civil Rights: EDWON (Educating Dalit
Women of Nepal) provides training,
opportunity, and empowerment to poor and
lower-caste women in Nepal.
(Www.edwon.org)

(Continued)


http://www.edwon.org/
mailto:edschoffice@aol.com

e Health: Metrowest Free Medical Clinic,
located in Sudbury, provides free medical care
and helps patients access needed services. One
of our members is a weekly volunteer.
(www.metrowestfreemedicalprogram.org)

e International Education and
Empowerment: Rural Water Ventures is a
local organization that works together with
villages in Nicaragua to develop clean,
sustainable water systems.
(www.ruralwaterventures.org)

e Non-Violence: City Mission Society’s Youth
Peace Empowerment project works with
churches and youth in Roxbury and Dorchester
to empower them as community leaders
seeking to end street  violence.
(www.cmshoston.org/Y outh-Peace-
Empowerment-description.html)

The Board of Wider Mission is grateful for your input
and ideas, and we look forward to the new possibilities
this new model will create.

Peace,
Debbie

AN INVITATION TO OUR FRIENDS

Are you new to Edwards Church and
interested in getting to know more about our
congregation? Have you been coming for awhile and
find yourself curious about joining the church? Are
you a long-time member who would like to get to
know our newer friends?

Then you are invited! Please join us for brunch
on Sunday, September 19. After a brief coffee hour,
we will enjoy a simple meal, an opportunity to get to
know one another better, and conversation about
Edwards Church.

Child care will be provided for this meal.
Please RSVP by calling the church office at 508-877-
2050, or by emailing Debbie (debbiecl@aol.com).

BOOK DISCUSSION
The Book Discussion Group will meet
Sunday, September 26 at 7:30 p.m. in the Jonathan
House Office Building. We will be discussing
Breakfast with Buddha, by Roland Merullo. Everyone
is welcome!

WORSHIP

Sunday, September 5 Holy Communion
Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Philemon 1-21
“Choose Life; Choose Freedom”

Sunday, September 12 Outdoor Service

Luke 19:1-10

“More than Just a Wee Little Man”

Dress casually, bring a blanket or lawn chair to sit
on, and join us for a lively, informal worship
service on the lawn behind Jonathan House. The
service is for people of all ages.

Sunday, September 19 First Day of Choir and
Church School
Jeremiah 8:19-9:1; Psalm 113; 1 Timothy 2:1-7
“A Balm in Gilead”

11:30 _a.m. Following coffee hour, there
will be a brunch to welcome new friends and those
interested in joining the church. (see article)

Sunday, September 26
Psalm 146; 1 Timothy 6:6-19
“The Life that Really is Life”
12:30 p.m. Walk to End Homelessness (see
article)

OUTDOOR SERVICE

Our annual Outdoor Service will be held on
Sunday, September 12, at 10 a.m., in the grassy area
behind the Jonathan House Office Building. This
service will feature a lively interpretation of the
story of Zacchaeus. This is a service for people of
all ages, and a great opportunity to invite new
friends to church.

Please dress casually, and bring a lawn
chair or blanket to sit on. Following the service, we
will enjoy lemonade and watermelon. In case of
rain, we will move the service into Edwards Hall.
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TUESDAY MORNING AND WEDNESDAY
NIGHT BIBLE STUDY

Last year we tried new times and a new model
for our weekday Bible Studies. We are holding two
“parallel” studies on the second and fourth weeks of
each month. One group gathers at 10 a.m. on Tuesday
morning; the second group gathers at 6:30 pm on
Wednesday evening, beginning with soup. Both
groups are studying the same books of the Bible, so
you can move between the two groups as your
schedule necessitates.

We will begin our fall study on Tuesday,
September 21 at 10 a.m. and Wednesday, September
22 at 6:30 pm. (Please note: because of the way the
days of the week fall, for this time only the Tuesday
group is actually on the 3™ Tuesday). We have been
considering a study of the Gospel according to Mark,
and will make a final decision at our first meetings.

These are lively, engaging groups, and we’d
love to have you join us. No previous Bible Study
experience is necessary.

SAVE THE DATE: DAY OF SPIRIT ON
NOVEMBER 6!
In previous years, we have offered a Day of
Spirit to the wider community in the beginning of the
fall. This year we have decided to try a new
timeframe. So mark your calendar now for Day of
Spirit on Saturday, November 6!

Fall office hours...

The office will be open on

Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 12:30-2:30

Wednesdays from 9-2:30

Fridays from 11-2:30

SUPER SATURDAY--OCTOBER 2, 2010
SIGN UP NOW!

On Saturday, October 2, the
Massachusetts Conference of the United Church
of Christ is sponsoring Super Saturday, a day for
local church leaders to network and learn. The
event will be held at the Tri-County Regional
High School in Franklin. There will be
workshops on a wide variety of topics, worship
led by the national UCC coordinator for the God
is Still Speaking campaign, a performance by the
Just Peace Players, and more. Each participant
will be able to attend two workshops.

The workshops address many different
aspects of church life and would be valuable not
only for members serving on boards and
committees but also for anyone interested in
strengthening Edwards Church. Workshops
include:

--Stillspeaking: Come and See!

--Living God’s Extravagant Welcome
(for ONA churches)

--A Primer for Faith-Based Activists

--Ending Homelessness for Youth and
Young Adults

--Better Ministry through Evaluation

--Treasurer’s Workshop

--A Systematic Approach to Stewardship

--Youth Group is NOT Youth Ministry

--The Nuts and Bolts of Christian
Education

--Demographics-Your Changing
Community

--Discipleship and Small Groups

--Capital Campagin Primer

--Facebook How-tos

--Latest Trends in Hospitality

-- 17 more choices
The cost for the entire day, including lunch, is
$49. Because this is an expansion of the
Massachusetts Conference Annual Meeting, we
have some money budgeted for the event.
Depending on the number of attendees, the cost
per person will be significantly reduced!

Please sign up on the sheet in the
Education Building Hallway, or by emailing
Debbie Clark. Details about the workshop are
available in the hall, or by email.



LITTLE CHURCH WOODEN BANKS

For the month of July 2010 four people contributed
$46.50 to the Little Church Wooden Banks. This
brings the total for the year to $333.50. Thanks to the
faithful contributors.

For the month of August 2010 three people
contributed $47.00 to the Little Church Wooden
Banks. This brings the total for the year to $380.50.
Thanks to the faithful contributors.

To be a contributor simply save your coins by pausing
at meal time to say a prayer, and put a coin into a
deposit bank for the Little Church Wooden Banks.
We collect the donations monthly after you have
contributed by placing your contributions into a baggy
with your name inside and left in the model church in
the hall of the Education Building. It's really simple,
so we look forward to additional people wishing to
contribute to unexpected needs as voted at council.
Thanks,

David Eycleshymer

WOMEN’S GROUP

The Women’s Group will meet on Thursday,
September 23 from 6:30-8:30 pm, for a potluck
supper and slides of Debbie Clark’s trip to the
Canadian Rockies and Glacier National Park. Bring
a favorite dish and a friend!

WIDER MISSIONS

WALK TO PREVENT HOMELESSNESS

On Sunday, September 26, from 12:30 to 3
p.m., the MetrowWest Outreach Connection will be
holding its sixth annual Walk to Prevent
Homelessness, beginning at the Framingham Centre
Common. This four mile walk raises money for
programs that provide financial assistance to families
and individuals in danger of losing their homes and to
victims of domestic violence. Over 97% of the funds
raised go directly to helping people in need. The
MetroWest Outreach Connection is one of five
organizations our Wider Missions Giving supports
through a “Leadership Gift.”

If you would like to walk, please pick up a
sponsor sheet in the hallway of the Education
Building. Sponsors and volunteers to help with check-
in are also needed.

A GLOBAL WORK PARTY

On October 10, 2010 (10/10/10), more
than 1077 groups in 109 different countries will
be gathering for a Global Work Party to benefit
our planet. In New Zealand, there will be a bike
fix-up day. In Uganda, thousands of trees will be
planted, and in Bolivia, a group is installing solar
stoves for a massive picnic. The purpose is to
bring people together to raise awareness about
the need to care for our planet and to reduce our
carbon footprint.

The Earth-Care Team from Grace and
Edwards Churches has been meeting to plan a
Work Party to make it 1078 groups! We’re
exploring a variety of options, so mark your
calendar for the afternoon of October 10 and
watch for more details!

BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

The Fall Church School season begins on
Sunday, September 12" with the outdoor service.
This informal, relaxed service of worship includes
intergenerational leadership. Wear your informal
clothing and bring your lawn chair to rejoin friends
and family as the Fall Season begins.

On Sunday, September 19™ classes will
begin with everyone gathering for worship in the
sanctuary and classes for children of all ages
following the time for young people. Teachers for
the fall include Tammy Plaza, Joanie White, Karen
Albee, Sheryl Lesslie, Chris Hendrick and Sue
Dickerman. Tammy will care for our smallest
children in the nursery; Joanie White and Sue
Dickerman will be the teachers for the middler class
with assistance from Karen Albee and Sheryl
Lesslie; and Chris Hendrick will be the lead teacher
for the Confirmation Class with assistance from Sue
Dickerman.  Special opportunities in the fall
include: Kelly Lopez providing music each Sunday
for the middler class; Amy Hendrick and Jenny
Allen will facilitate opportunities for the middler
class to experience yoga; Sue Dickerman and Bruce
Cichowlas will facilitate chimes, and each Sunday
when the weather is appropriate the classes will
walk the labyrinth as a Spiritual Practice.

Members of the Confirmation Class
attended the New England Youth Event at Boston
University in late June and had an incredible



experience. Kris LoFrumento was the coordinator of
this event that included young people from throughout
New England. Building on that leadership event our
young people have been invited to a youth ministry
leader seminar on Saturday, September 25" at the
Maple Street Congregational Church in Danvers. This
all day event will focus on creative Bible Study, the
theology of Recreology; and exploring vocation in a
church setting. Sue Dickerman will be accompanying
our young people to this event.

We have some great plans for the fall for
families that include a “Friday Nite Live” on Friday,
October 22" from 6:00 until 8:00 in the fellowship
hall. The “nite” will include a light supper; worship;
several choices of activities including yoga, walking
the labyrinth, and chimes as well as some
intergenerational games. (On October 22™ we’ll play
“Apples to Apples” a wonderful interactive game for
all ages!) This is a great opportunity to invite school
friends and neighbors for a relaxed evening with
church friends. Signups will begin on October 3 so
we know how many to expect for the light supper!

Other fall events include an afternoon at
Overlook Farm after church on October 3" to learn
more about Heifer Project International; discovering
how accessible our church building in on Access and
Disability Sunday, October 10™; collecting food as
neighborhood Friendly Beggars mid October; and
creating photos for a prayer collage for worship.

The Adult Bible Study begins again for the fall
on Sunday, September 19" at 9:00 AM. Adults are
always welcome to come as often as possible as the
conversation is very rich. No advance reservations are
needed so come and join us in the learning and
sharing. Sue Dickerman is this facilitator for this
morning Bible Study.

Blessings to each of you!

Sue Dickerman, Director of Christian Education and
Chris Hendrick, Superintendent

Ao

CHURCHWIDE RUMMAGE SALE

Saturday, Oct. 16", 2010

As decided in the last Quarterly Meeting we will
have a church-wide Rummage Sale Plus on
Saturday, October 16. This is the same day the
Friends of Saxonville are hosting a historical
Saxonville Day, which will bring people to our
campus. The “Plus” includes Ilunch (hot
dogs/hamburgers), coffee and baked goods as well
as some craft and holiday items.

In order to be able to do the “plus” and the sale we
will need as many volunteers as possible. This is a
church wide fund raiser. Please email or speak to
Ginnie Hatch, Ellie Kell or other council members.
There will be a sign up sheet posted.

We have a large doll house with electrical wiring
and curtains and wallpaper in need of some
sprucing up. If you are interested in working on it,
take a look--it’s in the meeting room beside
Maureen’s office. We have a Huffy mountain bike
with helmet and sheepskin covered seat and lock in
mint condition.

We will not accept computers and electronics, and
tv’s that require paying to get rid of if not sold. We
might be able to post an “Edwards List” of items to
advertise for church members who have such items
of value.

We would like:
- Small furniture and Attic Treasures
Sports equipment (small)
Working kitchen items
Toys
Baby equipment and clothing
Books, records
Paintings and picture frames
Clothing in good condition (no stains, rips etc.)
and clean.
Quality items will draw the highest prices and
old jewelry, linens etc. will go on the vintage
village table.

OTHER Donations
Homemade cookies, muffins or individually
packaged coffee cake, donuts to sell with coffee
Donations of milk and sandwich fillings for
workers




NOTES FROM THE CHOIR DIRECTOR SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

Choir rehearsals begin on Thursday, September 9 at 1 Jeri and Gary Litman

7:15 in the Education Building. We welcome new 8 George Marcincavage and Kelly Lopez
members throughout the program year, but what better 15 Bonnie-Jean and Jim Butler

time to join than at the top! Rehearsals are a fun time 21 Arthur and Winnifred Herweck

for singing, learning, and building community. We run Rev. Quentin and Joanne Sewell

from 7:15-8:30 on Thursday nights with one "off 22 Ric and Terry Carl

week" each month (usually the fourth Thursday of the 23 Bruce and Shelly Cichowlas

month). The choir will not sing at the Outdoor Service 24 Amy Hendrick and Paul Blow

on September 12, which gives us two Thursday
rehearsals to prepare for our first service on September
19. Sunday rehearsals start at 9:00 each week. SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

If you've never joined or if you've sung in the past but 1 Kristin Ezbicki
thought you didn't have the time, and needed to back

.. . . 2 Sam Moffat
off, this is your time to become an active member!
Regular attendance is the most fun, but even if you can Jim Goddard
only make your participation occasional, there's
definitely a place for you in our choir. We'll give you a
robe, give you music, and help you learn your part Jacob Sorensen
(even if you don't read music confidently). If you have .
further questions, feel free to contact me at 8 Dwight Kell
crawleyseaholm@mac.com or 781-249-7853. 9 Bruce Cichowlas

Rick Seaholm
Choir Director Jacob Donald Muhs
Tracy Moffat

Tharks @w& Lynn Mukisa

11 Mike Clow

5 Ron Mogavero

Thank you all so very much for your prayers, cards

and support through the past few months. It has been Helen Draper

so greatly appreciated and will always be remembered. 12 Olivia Sorensen
Love,

Mary Gillis 15 Alex Hunter

16 Mic Grenier
18 Jane Ezbicki

RELAY FOR LIFE

Thank you very much to all who contributed to the Bernie Wilson
Relay for Life event this year. All of your generous

contributions allowed me to join a team and participate 20 Arthur Herweck
in a very fun and meaningful night. In Hopkinton, on Joseph Henley
the night of Relay for Life, we had more than 1,060 )

participants on 97 teams, and together we raised over Dick Rogers
$173,000. Next year we hope to be even more 29 Ruth Heckman
successful and achieve our

goal of $175,000. 23 Don Buell
Many Thanks, 25 Joyce Sutthill
Olivia Turner

29 Tyler Olney
30 John Barton
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THE 5% ANNUAL
Edwards Church, UcC
GOLF TOURNAMENT

BEST BALL/SCRAMBLE

Saturday, September 25, 2010

Millwood Golf Course
REGISTRATION-11:30 p.rmu *** Stawrt Time~12:00 p.mu
Joinusfor avgreat day of fuwv
i support of our Sexviceto-the, Community

$125* registration fee includes:
14 holes of golf, cart, BBQ dinner and prizes
(Dinner only is $15)
REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS September 12, 2010

*Early bird registration before September 5t is $110
Cash Prize for Best Team!
For more information, contact Karen at

(508)877-4855
edschoffice@aol.com

August 29-September 4, 2010

SUNDAY Adult Bible Study
Worship
Coffee Hour
Pentecostal Church (Sanctuary)
MONDAY Chairobics (Education Building)
Stewards Meeting
TUESDAY Meditation Group (Jonathan House)
WEDNESDAY Chairobics (Education Building)
Lunch Bunch (Jonathan House)
Countryside Worship
Quilting Group (Jonathan House)
Diaconate Meeting
THURSDAY  AA Meeting (Edwards Hall)
FRIDAY Chairobics (Education Building)
Pentecostal Church (Jonathan House)
SATURDAY

SEPTEMBER CALENDAR

9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.

6:00 P.M.

9:30 A.M.

7:00 P.M.

9:30 A.M.

9:30 A.M.
12:00 P.M.
11:00 A.M.

1:15 P.M.

7:15 P.M.

7:30 P.M.

9:30 A.M.

7:00 P.M.




SUNDAY

MONDAY
TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

September 5-September 11, 2010

Adult Bible Study

Worship

Coffee Hour

Pentecostal Church (Sanctuary)
Chairobics (Education Building)
Meditation Group (Jonathan House)
Heritage Worship

Oak Knoll Worship

Rental (Sanctuary)

Chairobics (Education Building)
Framingham Folk Dancers (Edwards Hall)
First Choir practice

Rental (Edwards Hall)

AA Meeting (Edwards Hall)
Chairobics (Education Building)
Pentecostal Church (Jonathan House)

September 12-September 18, 2010

Adult Bible Study

Outdoor Worship

Coffee Hour

Pentecostal Church (Sanctuary)
Chairobics (Education Building)

Wider Missions Meeting (Jonathan House)
Meditation Group (Jonathan House)
Chairobics (Education Building)
Lunch Bunch (Jonathan House)
Quilting Group (Jonathan House)
Framingham Folk Dancers (Edwards Hall)
Choir Practice

AA Meeting (Edwards Hall)

Chairobics (Education Building)

Rental (Edwards Hall)

Pentecostal Church (Jonathan House)
Rental (Edwards Hall)

Rental (Edwards Hall)

9:00 AM.
10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.

6:00 P.M.

9:30 AM.

9:30 AM.

1:00 P.M.

2:00 P.M.

7:00 P.M.

9:30 A.M.

7:30 P.M.

7:15 P.M.
10:00 A.M.

7:30 P.M.

9:30 A.M.

7:00 P.M.

9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.

6:00 P.M.

9:30 A.M.

7:00 P.M.

9:30 A.M.

9:30 A.M.
12:00 P.M.

1:15 P.M.

7:30 P.M.

7:15 P.M.

7:30 P.M.

9:30 A.M.

6:00 P.M.

7:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M.

6:00 P.M.



SUNDAY

MONDAY
TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

MONDAY
TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

September 19-September 25, 2010

Adult Bible Study

Worship/First Sunday School

Coffee Hour

Gathering of Friends

Pentecostal Church (Sanctuary)

Chairobics (Education Building)
Meditation Group (Jonathan House)
Bible Study (Jonathan House)

Advocates Jam (Edwards Hall)

Council Meeting (Jonathan House)
Steeple Articles Due

Chairobics (Education Building)

Soup and Bible Study (Education Building)
Framingham Folk Dancers (Edwards Hall)
Women’s Group (Education Building)
AA Meeting (Edwards Hall)

Chairobics (Education Building)
Pentecostal Church (Jonathan House)

Golf Tournament (Millwood Golf Course)

September 26-October 2, 2010

Adult Bible Study

Worship/Sunday School

Coffee Hour

BOCE Meeting (Education Building)
Walk to Prevent Homelessness
Pentecostal Church (Sanctuary)
Chairobics (Education Building)
Meditation Group (Jonathan House)
Steeple Mailing

Chairobics (Education Building)
Lunch Bunch (Jonathan House)
Quilting Group (Jonathan House)
Framingham Folk Dancers (Edwards Hall)
Choir Practice

AA Meeting (Edwards Hall)
Chairobics (Education Building)
Pentecostal Church (Jonathan House)
MACUCC Super Saturday

9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.

6:00 P.M.
9:30 AM.
9:30 AM.
10:00 A.M.
5:30 P.M.
7:30 P.M.

9:30 A.M.
6:30 P.M.
7:30 P.M.
6:30 P.M.
7:30 P.M.
9:30 AM.
7:00 P.M.
12:00 P.M.

9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
11:30 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

6:00 P.M.

9:30 AM.

9:30 A.M.

9:30 A.M.
12:00 P.M.
1:15 P.M.
7:30 P.M.
7:15 P.M.
7:30 P.M.
9:30 A.M.
7:00 P.M.



